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Update by Chas Raws

Our vision is to end torture and complicity in torture,
upholding our testimony to peace and equality and
working towards healing through reconciliation.
Update by Chas Raws
The Newsletter looks slightly different this time, being only two pages instead of four. We hope to bring
you a fuller version at the next issue.
The statement below formed part of the most recent Briefing, but since some on our postal mailing list do
not receive the Briefings we thought it worth repeating here.
Q-CAT’s work: duplication or a distinctive approach?
There are a number of non-governmental organisations working against the use of torture worldwide, through
practical work in support of victims and through campaigning. For example: Amnesty International has a focus on the
welfare of political prisoners at risk of torture and other malpractice, and has a major ‘Stop Torture’ campaign in 2014,
Freedom from Torture seeks to heal those who have suffered torture and continue to suffer its ongoing effects,
Medical Justice documents the torture and medical mistreatment of asylum seekers.
Trustees are sometimes asked if Q-CAT’s work has anything distinctive to contribute which justifies Quaker time and
money spent on this Concern, beyond individual Quakers’ support of these other organisations. Several points arise
in response.
1. Q-CAT’s particular concern is for the corrupting effect on members of society in any country that condones
the use of torture and the lack of openness and accountability. Incremental changes in a society can
gradually lead to the acceptance of the use of torture, but we believe that finding torture acceptable reflects a
deep spiritual malaise that will eat into the core of that society.
2. As a Quaker body recognising the common humanity and sacredness of all individuals we acknowledge that
not only does torture do immense damage to victims but it also damages those who commit torture, authorise
it or collude in its use. We are committed to the well-being of all these people, understanding that people can
and do change.
3. The abomination which is torture needs to be tackled from as many sides as possible. Underpinned by our
commitment to peace and equality, we are doing our part by raising awareness among our own Quaker
community; by establishing links with other faith groups; by working to establish an on-going conversation
with government bodies to increase mutual respect and understanding and by developing sufficient interest in
the matter among other public bodies so that pressure can be exerted for change and a recognition of past
actions previously hidden.
4. In 1999 British Quakers issued a statement: “Torture is a profound evil, causing unimaginable human
suffering and corrupting the spiritual and political life of the human family. British Quakers re-commit
themselves, and wish to encourage other people of faith, to work for its eradication world-wide…”
Q-CAT is dedicated to furthering this aim.
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Supporting Area Meetings
In 2004 three Area Meetings were authorised to take up the Concern on behalf of Yearly Meeting: Wirral and
Chester, North Wales and Bristol. Bristol has now reluctantly asked to be relieved of this commitment and we give
heartfelt thanks to members of that meeting who have worked and upheld Q-CAT for 10 years, led so
enthusiastically by Margaret Hodson.
But just as one door closes another opens and we are delighted to welcome Central England Area Meeting to be our
third supporting Area Meeting. We have two trustees already from Central England.

Trustees
Michael Still is retiring as a trustee. We are so grateful to him for his
dedicated service and wise contributions to Q-CAT’s work. His
replacement to represent North Wales will be appointed at their Area
Meeting in September.

Q-CAT at Yearly Meeting Gathering in Bath*, August
2014
Jane Laxton
There were 18 options on offer for a lunchtime session
on the Tuesday of YMG so it was gratifying that a group
of interested people attended the Q-CAT meeting. Three
were already on our mailing list and many of the others
signed up at the end. The session took the form used on
other occasions of a number of questions posted round
the room (in this case a marquee) for people to think
about before joining in a discussion. People had their
own questions too and contributions to make. One
person said he found the Newsletters and Briefings
particularly useful in their coverage of UK collusion in
torture, which he didn’t get elsewhere. Another thought
we were pitching our efforts too low.
The Q-CAT stall at the Groups Fair on the Wednesday
evening had a steady number of people stopping to talk
and take away leaflets, Newsletters and Briefings for
themselves and their meetings.
We had a Quakers against Torture sticker** to give out
on these occasions and it was good to see them being
worn round the place during the week.

Scarred
Outside the weather changes,
but in the torture chamber
they do not notice that.
At operatives’ rest time
subjects are returned to cells
where utterances vary.
Some there inwardly resolve
for future silence, some
to recollect that they persist.
Over tea their tormentors talk
of football, families, some such things;
few hurry to resume their work.
Those who do are unaware
of years to come, for
it is not easy to erase
harsh memories in age.
MS

*This was the once-in-three-years residential meeting,
attended this time by about 2000 Quakers.
** see below
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