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INCORPORATING “INSIDE STORY”

Our vision is to end torture and complicity in torture,
upholding our testimony to peace and equality and
working towards healing through reconciliation.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

\_In the last issue of the Newsletter | wrote
about our pre-occupation with the
principles of truth and reconciliation as
these had led Desmond Tutu to put them
into practice to heal the wounds of a
broken society. | referred to his account of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and his amazement at some of the
miracles it had achieved in reconciling
oppressors and oppressed, torturers and
torture victims, by enabling the
perpetrators to tell the truth about what
they had done in the presence of those
they had grievously damaged — or the
members of their families if they
themselves had died.

\—Drawing inspiration from this example, the
Q-CAT Trustees have been seeking a way
in which it might be applied to the abuse of
people by torture. Might there be some
way in which we could use it in the context

of our concern? We reached the stage of

envisioning a round-table consultation with
other groups for whom torture was a
concern — human rights organisations,
lawyers, security officials, politicians and
others — to see how they reacted. Seeking
a way into this ‘model’ we enlisted the help

of Justin Welby, dean of Liverpool and a
speaker at our Friends House conference in
2009. Justin had a background in. mediation
even before he was ordained and, since then,
he has served as Co-Director of the
International Centre for Reconciliation at
Coventry cathedral and Canon for
Reconciliation Ministry there. At Liverpool he
continues his involvement in mediation,
notably in Kenya and Nigeria, where his
experience in dealing with Christian/Muslim
and factional tribal problems is appreciated.

He welcomed this approach and identified
both a specific focus and a specific
constituency where Friends' lead would be
respected. The focus is the alleged complicity
in torture by our security services and the
constituency is religious leaders. The aim is to
convene a small high-level round-table

consultation to produce a united approach to
the Government, calling for an
acknowledgement of past complicity and an

official amnesty for officials involved, thus

clearing the way for a renewed effort to

eliminate torture worldwide uncompromised by

any ambiguities in our own behaviour. At its

February meeting, Meeting for Sufferings

authorised Q-CAT to proceed with this project
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in consultation with the Quaker Committee
for Christian and Interfaith Relations, and
QPSW who are already committed to help
us to advance this national Quaker
concern.

Equally important is the continuing support
of Dean Welby who has promised to
engage the leadership of the Church of
England and other personal contacts.
When | wrote to thank him after the first
meeting he responded as follows: "...I think
that the process of renewing a national
commitment against torture is so great

that although it is not the abolition of the
slave trade, it bears comparison. (I had
referred to the committee of eleven Friends
and one Anglican who started the
movement which saw the slave trade
abolished in twenty years.) | hope

things go well with the Friends and that we
can gain the momentum to take further
steps."

Those of us who have been holding this
concern on behalf of the Yearly Meeting
since 2001 regard this as a significant

breakthrough. Of course we hope it will
lead to a tangible outcome but even
without such validation it exemplifies the
spiritual basis of the concem and suggests
that our lack of resources and expertise do
not preclude us from making a worthwhile
contribution. | have written before about
the complex nature of a corporate concemn,
especially a corporate concem of over
thirty years. At every stage it depends on
the commitment of a few individuals and,
unless they test it against the discemment
of the larger body in whose name it is held,
its continuing validity may be questioned.
We have been uncomfortably conscious of
such questioning and of a lack of
engagement on the part of Friends and
Meetings which, in the past, led to the
concern being repeatedly excluded from o/
Yearly Meeting agendas on the grounds
that there was no evidence of grassroots
support for it. The endorsement of
Meeting for Sufferings, made up as it is of
grassroots Quakers, gives us renewed
hope.

Chas Raws

Q-CAT
is planning a session
for
Young Friends General
Meeting
Saturday 28" May, in Bristol

and to be at
Yearly Meeting Gathering
In Canterbury.

Spreading the word

A good way to inform and involve people in your
meeting in Q-CAT’s work might be to include it
as one of your meeting's appeals.

Nr
For example, when Wirral and Chester Area
Meeting held a Day of Celebration and
Challenge in October 2010 one of the outcomes
was a resolve to do more to support Q-CAT:
with a regular spot on AM agendas, newsletter
space and one monthly appeal each year by
local meetings. .

A briefing sheet for those giving an appeal will
be available from Chas Raws (contact details on
front page).

FORGIVENESS

Note: This article follows the one in Newsletter 5 on

Compassion and draws extensively on a book, entitled -

‘Forgiveness, theory, research and practice ', published
in 2000, in which major researchers and therapists in
this area describe their exploration of forgiveness.

What is forgiveness?

Forgiveness is seen as a major coping style for
dealing with life's hurts and offences. There is general
agreement that forgiveness is both something that
happens between people and in the internal world of a
person. Forgiveness is considered to be a continuous
complex process that takes time to unfold and requires






